Summer 2022

Friends of Bon Echo Park

echoes FROM THE rock
Preserving the Rugged Beauty and Rich History for the Future

Message from the Chair
by Leah Patry

We began the 2022 season with high hopes for a more normal season now that the worst of the pandemic related
restrictions were behind us. Unfortunately, we were not able to get the boat back in the water to offer tours or trips to
the Cliff Top Trail, but we were confident that Greystones was set for success. Jamie Uson, our Executive Director,
Stephanie Delyea and Siobhan Cooper, our fantastic senior management team, put together a great team to supply
campers’ needs and desires (as well as that other vital element, coffee!!). That all came to a crashing halt (quite literally)
on our first day of operation, when the Derecho tore through Bon Echo uprooting and decapitating trees left and right.
Greystones did not make it through unscathed, and neither did the cars of two staff members, but thankfully everyone
was safe. The park was devastated and closed for 3 weeks while clean-up crews worked tirelessly in order to reopen for
campers on June 13. The Friends are grateful to our park staff for repairing Greystones' demolished front porch, but
also for their incredible crisis management during that extraordinary day as well as the tremendous recovery work in
the park in the weeks that followed.
Now that we are back in business, we look forward to making the most of the remainder of the season. The
Development grant awarded to us by the Federal government continues to support fantastic camper experiences this
season, from Sciensational Sssnakes to Ursa, The Musical and a host of events in between. We look to expand
programming to help campers more fully experience the natural splendor of Bon Echo as well as
appreciate its special place in Indigenous culture. We will continue to seek funding like this in the
future to aid us in our mission to preserve the rugged beauty and rich history of the park for future
generations.
The Friends of Bon Echo Park board would like to thank all of our members who support our work.
Looking forward to great things in the future!

Executive Director
by Jamie Uson

After the past two pandemic years, we began this season excited to be out from under lockdowns and covid
restrictions and ready to put in our first full season since 2019. Unfortunately, Mother Nature had other plans and a
major storm at the end of May caused massive damage throughout the region, knocking down trees, downing power
lines, and ripping up water lines in the park. Greystones Gift Shoppe and Café was struck by a falling tree which
caused some damage to the building but thankfully did not cause any injuries to the staff and guests inside. Thanks to
the tireless efforts of park staff to clear the debris and repair the building we were only forced to close for a month,
however our hopes of running a full season have once again been dashed.
Nevertheless, we have made the best of a bad situation. We made use of the down time to finish renovations to our
covered trailer which has now been moved to Main Beach and been given new life as the Little Shop of Shorers beach
shop, providing guests with a convenient location to get ice cream, a cold drink, or a selection of Bon Echo
merchandise. Additionally, we have continued to bring in fantastic new merchandise to Greystones which has helped
to drive strong sales since the day we were able to open. We were also able to re-launch the Festival of the Arts on
Main Beach this year which was well-received by artists and guests alike.
Finally, we are excited to announce that this season the Friends of Bon Echo Park secured a $400,000 tourism
recovery grant from FedDev Ontario which will be used to support enhanced programming within the park, the
complete renovation of one of the tour boats, the Mazinaw Lake Swim Program, and the study and preservation of the
pictographs on Mazinaw Rock, among myriad other things. We are incredibly proud to say that the Friends of Bon
Echo Park has made available more than a half million dollars of funding to the Park over the past three years.
I’d like to close by thanking Park Superintendent Clark Richards for his continued support and constant engagement
with the Friends. The last few years have required a lot of improvisation and nimble planning to keep our organization
alive and Clark has done everything in his power to support us though this difficult time. There is now a bright light at
the end of the tunnel and I look forward to continuing to work with Clark and his team to give visitors to Bon Echo a
best-in-class experience in our Park.

Park Superintendent

by Clark Richards

On behalf of the Bon Echo Provincial Park staff team, I would like to
welcome you to the 2022 park operating season. Bon Echo continues to be
a popular destination to recreate, relax and connect with nature for many
Ontarians as campsite occupancy remains high and day visitors travel from
further distances to enjoy this protected place. I am pleased to share some
of the new initiatives and latest park updates.
Weather events are dynamic and can have a lasting impact on our park landscapes. The widespread wind event that
occurred across regions of southern Ontario in late May caused significant damage within the park. It was the most
extensive wind damage recorded in park history with numerous large tracts of mature forest uprooted or broken off midstem. The campground was laden with crisscrossed trees and required significant effort and resources just to make the
park roads partially accessible for the fully occupied campground to vacate. The Friends of Bon Echo Park, Tree Service
Contractors and Park staff working that day provided exceptional emergency support and relief to our park visitors during
and after the severe wind event. Tree removal and clean-up efforts are ongoing, and the park team put forth a major effort
to re-open the main campground three weeks after the storm. Within the park, the western portion was the most impacted
and will remain closed as roads and campsites are cleared and made safe as well as buildings and utility infrastructure are
repaired. The patchwork of open forest landscapes will remind us for years to come of the force of severe weather events
as well as how resilient our southern Canadian shield forest ecosystem can be to recover.
Experiencing Bon Echo Provincial Park on the water by paddling is a healthy and sustainable way to recreate and a
meaningful way to connect with nature. This year Ontario Parks will be operating the Bon Echo Paddle Centre to provide
watercraft rentals and paddle skill learning opportunities. We will be offering a Canadian made rental fleet of canoes,
kayaks and stand-up paddle boards. The Bon Echo Paddle Centre office is located in the Lagoon on the shore of Mazinaw
Lake near the Main Beach. Our experienced Bon Echo Paddle Centre team is dedicated to providing helpful advice and
instruction to make paddling experiences in the park safe, memorable and fun.
As we reintroduce in-person interpretive programming and Visitor Centre access with our dynamic and knowledgeable
Discovery team, the record attendance and engaging feedback reaffirms the desire of our visitors to learn and connect
with Bon Echo. The Friends of Bon Echo Park have provided tremendous support and grant funding to supplement
extensive interpretive resources and enhance future learning experiences. We truly appreciate the efforts of the Friends of
Bon Echo Park and can all look forward to observing the positive impact on future generations of park visitors. Have an
enjoyable summer season and we look forward to seeing you in the park.

Chief Park Naturalist
by Lisa Roach

We are excited to have Discovery staff and programming back near normal levels. Many visitors have told park staff how
happy they are to see us offering a variety of programs again, including the popular childrens’ and evening programs.
Everyone is also enthusiastic about the Visitor Centre being open and the changes to it.
Attendance in the Visitor Centre is high with an average of 202 people per day so far. Evening programs are averaging
158 people per program. Our 1st evening program was July 1, Battle of the Birds, had approximately 250 people rooting
for their favourite bird at Bon Echo. The Barn Swallow won.
We have 5 new Discovery summer staff with diverse backgrounds and education joining us this year. They are leading
and assisting at programs including prop talks, doing campground roving, and leading guided hikes. All are
enthusiastic, creative, and eager to learn about Bon Echo. One staff member plays the violin and accordion and that has
been incorporated into some of our programming.
The Discovery Leaders and I are working on resource management projects including turtle nest surveys. A few turtle
nest covers were placed over at least 2 nests. Invasive species monitoring of Garlic Mustard, Dog-strangling Vine, and
Purple Loosestrife continues with pulling plants and spraying to keep the plants from taking over areas and displacing
native plants.
Discovery staff have been working on purchasing resources with the Fed Dev funding the Friends secured. The money
will improve the Discovery program and give staff better resources to work with including wireless microphones with
speakers when staff are at astronomy programs at Main Beach and on guided hikes.
You may not know Discovery staff help the Ontario Parks Marketing team to deliver corporate messages such as
addressing visitor management issues and campaigns like Healthy Parks Healthy People. We work closely with them to
ensure our social media accounts carry accurate and consistent information and interpretation. We maintain the park
Instagram and Twitter accounts and create a variety of content including natural & cultural knowledge, visitor
management messages, and park operation information. We also answer questions people send us through social
media. If you don’t follow us, please do so. We also write blog articles for the Ontario Parks website. Coming soon is one
about the May 21 derecho at Bon Echo.
If you haven’t attended one of the Discovery programs or looked at our social media accounts, please do so, you may
learn something new about the park!

2022 Night at the Museum

Annual General Meeting Agenda
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