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Summer 2021

Another season is upon us.  As things are beginning to open up and we are able to experience the great outdoors more, Bon Echo
Park is as busy as it has ever been.  We are still facing many obstacles, but we are tackling these challenges head on and we are in
store for a banner year.

Jamie Uson, our Executive Director, has assembled another crack team with seasoned veterans and fresh faces to represent the
Friends.  Stephanie Delyea is the driving force that keeps us in check and ensures things run smoothly.  Without their efforts and
diligence, the Friends would not be who we are today.

Greystones Gift Shoppe and Café  is setting records for sales and our staff is working tirelessly to ensure that our guests get the
most enjoyment from their interaction with the Friends and their time in the park.  We cannot thank them enough.  Be sure to visit
the store and enjoy a coffee and a pastry at our new Café .

Unfortunately again this year, we are unable to offer some of our feature attractions such as the Interpretive Boat Tour and Ferry,
the Art Show and Sale, and the BBQs due to continuing Provincial and Park restrictions.  This has given our exceptional Board,
with their many diverse talents and skill sets, the opportunity to work to re-develop the plan for the evolving future.  With new
grants becoming available to the Friends, we are working to enhance what we currently offer and to develop new and exciting ways
to enrich the experience of our visitors.

Clark and Lisa continue to provide guidance and assistance and their support and collaboration
has been invaluable in aiding the Friends' efforts to make Bon Echo the jewel in the Park network
and the destination choice for generations to come.
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The 2020 season was a challenging one as we learned to navigate the new realities of operating during the Covid-19
pandemic.  Although we were unable to run the tour boat, the weekend BBQ or the Art Show, we were able to make use of
the opportunity to focus on our core operation of running Greystones.  Notwithstanding the difficult operating
environment, thanks to the efforts of our dedicated staff who took on their new pandemic-related responsibilities with
seriousness, attention to detail, and without complaint, we were able to achieve strong sales and positioned ourselves
financially to be able to continue our mission of contributing to the park and our community into the future.
 
This season, thanks to grant funding from FedDev Canada's Canadian Experiences Fund, we were able to complete a full
restoration of the newly rebranded Greystones Gift Shoppe and Café, breathing new life into a beautiful heritage building.  
The updated store has been very well received by visitors, while the café - serving coffee, tea, hot chocolate, cider, and a
variety of baked goods - has received rave reviews, with campers often mentioning how much they love to be able to sit
out on the patio and drink their coffee while looking out at Mazinaw Rock.  We are proud to say that we finished the
project with funds to spare, and we were able to return those funds to FedDev, where they were redeployed to support
other Ontario companies that were struggling to survive the pandemic.  Unfortunately we were once again unable to run
the tour boat, BBQ, and Art Show, however we are confident the public health situation will have improved sufficiently to
allow us to resume these activities next year.
 
Finally, we are thrilled to announce the resumption of the Friends of Bon Echo Park Bursary.  All  employees working
inside the park - whether Ontario Parks or Friends of Bon Echo Park - who are continuing on to post-secondary education
are eligible to apply.  A $1000 bursary will be awarded to one student on October 1, 2021.
 
My sincerest thanks goes out to the Friends' incredible staff.  Each season I ask our staff to work with a sense of
ownership, to take pride in the fact that they have the opportunity to live and work in an environment that people from
across the country and around the world choose to visit on their vacations, and to recognize that their efforts have a
direct impact on our guests' experience and willingness to return to the Park.  Without exception, all have risen to that
challenge.  I have been consistently amazed by the work ethic and dedication of our summer students and I am grateful
that the Friends has the opportunity to play a small role in providing them the experience they need to succeed in their
future careers.
 
I look forward to a strong finish to the current season, and we are all excited to get back to our normal operations next
year.
 



The 2021 operating season at Bon Echo Provincial Park has 
been tremendous.  Bon Echo remains a popular overnight 
camping destination as pandemic related travel limitations 
begin to ease.  The historical high occupancy for weekend camping has expanded into mid-week as the demand to
experience Ontario's protected places continues to increase.  The park team continues to focus on efficiently managing
the growing visitation and delivering the enhanced cleaning protocol and has recruited additional gate attendants,
maintenance staff and park wardens.  The park has also expanded the roofed accommodation program to 22 units with the
construction of a new Biome yurt in Sawmill Bay campground.  The increase in business will not only benefit the Friends
of Bon Echo and Park after a late park opening this spring, but also positively stimulate the local economy.

The Friends of Bon Echo have truly enhanced the visitors' experience with the exceptional product line, service and new
amenities at the Greystones Gift Shoppe and Café.  These store renewal initiatives have been well received and helped
develop this location on Mazinaw Lake into a meaningful and memorable gathering place.  The Friends' organization has
been instrumental in strategically coordinating the FedDev Canadian Experiences Funding into several renewal upgrades.
The meticulous upgrades to the Greystones and Visitor Centre buildings through the funding support will ensure high
quality educational and customer service amenities are provided to our visitors.  As well, these heritage buildings will have
a lasting legacy and be enjoyed by present and future generations.

The Friends of Bon Echo Park has put forth a commendable effort to make Bon Echo Park the best place possible.  The
organization's extra special efforts are especially noteworthy as they helped serve an increased number of visitors during
a remarkably challenging operating season.  Your time and support are greatly appreciated.  We can all look forward to
observing the positive impact of these projects for our visitors and the park as well as re-establishing some tremendous
volunteer opportunities as the circumstances of the pandemic continue to improve.

Park Superintendent

by Clark Richards



Chief Park Naturalist

by Lisa Roach

The Discovery program is reduced again this year due to COVID-19 health and safety protocols.  Emma Fuller and I are
the only Discovery staff this year.  

We have, however, been able to provide some programming which started in early July.  New this summer is a Book the
Naturalist program.  Visitors can pre-book one of three, 30-minute guided walks with a naturalist on Friday afternoons and
Saturday mornings.  People can sign up for a 1-1:30, 2-2:30, or a 3-3:30 time slot on a sheet outside the Visitor Centre.
Time slots on Saturday mornings are 9-9:30 am, 10-10:30 am, or 11-11:30 am.  Starting at the amphitheatre, visitors will
walk to the Narrows, the old Inn site, Pumphouse Beach, and end up at the Visitor Centre and Greystones.  Group size is
limited to 6 people.  This is more of an informal walk and we interpret what the group is interested in.  We are also offering
Meet the Naturalist sessions again this year on Thursday afternoons between 2 and 4 pm, between Greystones and the
Visitor Centre.

The park Twitter and Instagram accounts are doing well with 3666 Twitter followers and 2298 Instagram followers.  We
have a mix of Discovery related information and interpretation on things such as flora and fauna, visitor management,
safety related information, and general park information.  Our Throwback Thursday tweets are very popular, particularly
the old photos of the Inn and other area features.  We are increasing our use of short videos to enhance our social media
presence.

Emma and I are busy writing blog articles for the Ontario Parks web site.  A blog article on why Bon Echo became a park
was recently published in the Forever Protected series and Emma wrote an article for people planning for a trip to Bon
Echo.  It includes things like the best days to visit, what to pack, as well as canoe/kayak rental information.

Both of us are involved with resource management projects.  In May and June, we pulled Garlic Mustard and a zone
assistant ecologist sprayed patches of it and Dog-strangling Vine.  We were also busy monitoring turtle nesting spots.
One turtle nest was covered before the eggs were eaten by predators.  Other park staff assisted us by reporting turtle
observations and installing the nest protection box.

We are also working on updates to the exhibits in the Visitor Centre and thank the Friends for earlier upgrades such as a
new bookcase for staff and improved lighting.



 Call to order.
 Approval of minutes of AGM on August 24, 2019
 New Business

b.  Approval of 2019 Financial Report

1.
2.
3.

a.  Review of 2019 Annual Report

c.   Approval of 2020 Financial Report
    4.  Motion to approve the Director's actions during the last fiscal year
    5.  Other

a.    Presentation of Nominations to Board of Directors
b.   Election of Directors

    6.  Closing remarks by President
    7.  Motion for adjournment

Annual General Meeting Agenda
Friends of Bon Echo Park 

33rd Annual General Meeting 

Saturday, August 28 @ 1 pm

Bon Echo Park Amphitheatre

AGENDA
1. Call to order.
2. Presentation by Chief Park Naturalist Lisa Roach.
3. Approval of minutes of AGM on August 22, 2020.
4. New Business
     a. Review of 2021 Annual Report.
     b. Approval of 2021 Financial Report.
5. Motion to approve the Directors' actions during the last fiscal year.
6. Other
     a. Presentation of nominations to Board of Directors.
     b. Election of Directors.
7. Closing remarks by Chair.
8. Motion for adjournment.


